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Tommy Smythe on
the enduring aPpeal
of the bunkie.

| have long loved everything about bunkies.
Well, everything except the name. I know that
“stand-alone bedroom suite” is a little clunky,
but did we have to assign these charming,
often stylish retreats such a twee title?

Whatever we call them, there's no debating
their appeal. Traditional versions reveal the
romance of old wood and sleepy afternoon naps,
windows paddle-propped open to letin the sound
of lapping lake water. If modern architecture is
more your summer speed, picture whitewashed
plywood walls and peaked ceilings over abig
bed with layered linen.

0ld-school or new wave, every bunkie interior
should provide a few universal amenities:
hooks for wet bathing suits, comfy mattresses,
a nighttime reading light and a window with a
beautiful view. If recent times have taught us
anything, it's that destinations matter. Some seek
to stash a guest with a steady snore, while others

may want alittle distance from uninvited in-laws.

‘Whatever its purpose, a little cabin tucked at the
end of a pretty path leading away from The Main
Cottage provides a perfect journey’s end. But
please, I implore you, don't call it a bunkie! And
do let the other guests know... I've called dibs!
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EAST COAST ARTIST SHED

If your summer daydreams invalve windswept dunes, you might be picturing

a place like this one designed by Glenn Ban in East Hampton, MY, The elements of
this look are breezy and beachy, with painted shiplap and whitewashed window
frames. Inside, think striped blankets, straw hats and chambray shirts with the
buttons undone.... Better yet, don’t think at all; that's not what you came for!

MEMORIES
OF MUSKOKA

Designer Montana Burnett's
family cottage boasts a
bunkie of jewel-box brilliance.
Bright white exterior paint
bounces back the sun

5o that, inside, a coal
fantasy of nights beneath
gassamer netting plays

out, accompanied by the
delicious colour combo of
rich mustard and soft teal.
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There’s no electricity
in thiz bunkie, 50 we have
to use a rechargeable
bull (see below)
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THIS ONE'S PERSONAL

My partner, Patrick Biller, built his own cabin
from a Bunkie Life kit on a patch of birch-
canopied land near Marth Bay, Ont. That was
last summer; we spent the winter planning
the decorating, which is a mix of rough with
fine — a combo I've always loved. A raw
birch headboard and treasured blanket add
texture on the bed while a mid-century lamp
provides a mament of contrast. | thought
antlers might be a bit ebvieus (and out

of the question for my vegan fella), but

a hand-carved wooden set from Absolutely
Inc. solved both decorating and ethical
dilemmas! The Chippendale-style faux
bamboo chair with its incongruous rush seat
sums it all up in one object: rustic places
needn't skimp an style or sophistication.

THE ESSENTIALS

Every bunkie needs a catchall
perch. This rustic piece could

This Cubie Mini

Wall-mounted
woodstove (Cub)
does the hard
work without
getting in the

Fraduced by Rosemarny Fools /Photography by Patrick Biller (Tommy's portrait, Loft bunkia interi orh/Mar ta Xochilt Peraz

{Glenn Ban bunkie} /Stacey Brandford (Montana Burnett bunkie)/cour tesy of Buniie Life {Loft bunkie exterior)

alsa be used as a bedside table.
Cordova accent table, $295.
At Urban Barn.

.
wiay. From $579. \ i
i Threugh Cubic This hulb's.\
Sl Mini Wood Stoves. battery lasts |
* five hours and . |

recharges in any
lamp with power.

GE B-wolt A2 o
LED bulb with ‘i
Battery Bockup,

$22 At Lowe's,

Pendleton has been turning out
colourful camp blankets from the
Pacific Marthwest for maore than

100 years. Yokima Queen-size camp
blanket, $350. Through Pendleton.
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